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---= EIU PROGRAM LINKS UNIVERSITY WITH PUBLIC SCHOOL 
CHARLESTON, IL--Charleston Junior High School classrooms are 
serving as "think tanks" for Eastern Illinois University second-
ary education majors who are participating in an innovative 
program where they can apply theory to practice. 
Instead of attending class on campus, Eastern students en-
rolled in one experimental section of Secondary Education 3330, 
"Instructional Task in the Secondary School," meet at Charleston 
Junior High School twice a week where they spend part of their 
time in class discussion with their Eastern instructor and the 
rest observing, interacting and serving as teacher aides to 
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junior high teachers participating in the program. While junior 
high teachers meet with Eastern students, university faculty 
members substitute teach their classes. "To have a methods course 
taught on-site, in real schools, is an ideal approach in teacher 
education," said Chuck Joley, dean of the College of Education, 
adding that the program allows students to develop skills in the 
classroom that normally cannot be acquired from textbooks. 
Joley said the college is interested in linking the program 
with other public schools in central Illinois. 
Mahmood Butt, chairman of secondary education, said this 
approach to learning is an emerging trend in teacher education 
and hopes that Eastern's program will serve as a model for other 
colleges and universities. 
"This program exemplifies Eastern's commitment to provide 
more clinically intensive, site-based approaches in teacher 
education. Our future teachers need to get more of their train-
ing through clinical experiences with students," Butt said. He 
added, "Eastern students have an opportunity to learn from other 
teachers by discussing such things as classroom management, 
lesson preparation and ways to meet the diverse needs of stu-
dents. It is a pre-student teaching experience that helps stu-
dents develop professionally," Butt said. 
Encouraged by the initial response of the students currently 
enrolled in the course, Butt said that Jerry Ligon, the principal 
instructor, plans on offering a second section of the course at 
Charleston High School next fall. 
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